
Racial/Ethnic Disparities in Health
Applying a More Nuanced Inferential Framework

ADJOINT 2021
MSRI, June 21 to July 2, 2021

Topic – Causal Inference and the potential outcomes framework

Glass, T. A., Goodman, S. N., Hernán, M. A., & Samet, J. M. (2013). Causal inference in public
health. Annual Review of Public Health, 34, 61-75.
DOI: 10.1146/annurev-publhealth-031811-124606

Holland, P. W., Glymour, C., & Granger, C. (1985). Statistics and causal inference. ETS
Research Report Series, 1985(2). (Read up until page 12)
DOI: 10.1002/j.2330-8516.1985.tb00125.x

Holland, P. W. (1986). Statistics and causal inference. Journal of the American Statistical
Association, 81(396), 945-960. DOI: 10.1080/01621459.1986.10478354

Holland, P. W. (2003). Causation and race. ETS Research Report Series, 2003(1). (Read in its
entirety) DOI: 10.1002/j.2333-8504.2003.tb01895.x

Topic – Social science and biomedical research: the “race” divide

Cooper, R., & David, R. (1986). The biological concept of race and its application to public
health and epidemiology. Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law, 11(1), 97-116.
DOI: 10.1215/03616878-11-1-97

Corbie-Smith, G., Henderson, G., Blumenthal, C., Dorrance, J., & Estroff, S. (2008).
Conceptualizing race in research. Journal of the National Medical Association, 100(10),
1235-1243. DOI: 10.1016/s0027-9684(15)31470-x

Ioannidis, J. P. A., Powe, N. R., Yancy, C. (2021). Recalibrating the use of race in medical
research. JAMA. 325(7), 623–624. DOI: 10.1001/jama.2021.0003

Templeton, A. R. (2013). Biological races in humans. Studies in History and Philosophy of
Science Part C: Studies in History and Philosophy of Biological and Biomedical Sciences, 44(3),
262-271. DOI: 10.1016/j.shpsc.2013.04.010

Bibliography by Emma K. T. Benn, 4/15/2021

https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-publhealth-031811-124606
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-publhealth-031811-124606
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/j.2330-8516.1985.tb00125.x
https://doi.org/10.1080/01621459.1986.10478354
https://doi.org/10.1002/j.2333-8504.2003.tb01895.x
https://doi.org/10.1215/03616878-11-1-97
https://doi.org/10.1215/03616878-11-1-97
https://dx.doi.org/10.1016/s0027-9684(15)31470-x
https://doi.org/10.1001/jama.2021.0003
https://doi.org/10.1001/jama.2021.0003
https://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.shpsc.2013.04.010


Racial/Ethnic Disparities in Health

Topic – Race vs discrimination: which construct are we measuring?

Kaufman, J. S., & Cooper, R. S. (2001). Commentary: considerations for use of racial/ethnic
classification in etiologic research. American Journal of Epidemiology, 154(4), 291-298.
DOI: 10.1093/aje/154.4.291

"6 Experimental Methods for Assessing Discrimination." National Research Council (2004).
Measuring Racial Discrimination. Washington, DC: The National Academies Press. (Read
Chapter 6). https://www.nap.edu/read/10887/chapter/10 DOI: 10.17226/10887

Williams, D. R., & Mohammed, S. A. (2013). Racism and health I: Pathways and scientific
evidence. American Behavioral Scientist, 57(8), 1152-1173. DOI: 10.1177/0002764213487340

Topic – Race as a cause in disparities research

Benn, E. K., & Goldfeld, K. S. (2016). Translating context to causality in cardiovascular
disparities research. Health Psychology, 35(4), 403-406. DOI: 10.1037/hea0000309

Cooper, R. S., & Kaufman, J. S. (1998). Race and hypertension: science and nescience.
Hypertension, 32(5), 813-816. DOI: 10.1161/01.HYP.32.5.813

Kaufman, J. S., & Cooper, R. S. (1995). In search of the hypothesis. Public Health Reports,
110(6), 662-666. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1381802

LaVeist, T. A. (1994). Beyond dummy variables and sample selection: what health services
researchers ought to know about race as a variable. Health services research, 29(1), 1-16.
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1069985

Topic – Adjusting for socioeconomic status in racial disparities research: value added or
lost cause?

Kaufman, J. S., Cooper, R. S., & McGee, D. L. (1997). Socioeconomic status and health in
blacks and whites: the problem of residual confounding and the resiliency of race.
Epidemiology, 8(6), 621-628. https://www.jstor.org/stable/3702653

Shavers, V. L. (2007). Measurement of socioeconomic status in health disparities research.
Journal of the National Medical Association, 99(9), 1013-1023.
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2575866

VanderWeele, T. J., & Robinson, W. R. (2014). On causal interpretation of race in regressions
adjusting for confounding and mediating variables. Epidemiology (Cambridge, Mass.), 25(4),
473-484. https://www.jstor.org/stable/24759148

Page 2

https://doi.org/10.1093/aje/154.4.291
https://doi.org/10.1093/aje/154.4.291
https://www.nap.edu/read/10887/chapter/10
https://www.nap.edu/read/10887/chapter/10
https://doi.org/10.1177/0002764213487340
https://doi.org/10.1037/hea0000309
https://doi.org/10.1037/hea0000309
https://doi.org/10.1161/01.HYP.32.5.813
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1381802
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1069985
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3702653
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3702653
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3702653
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2575866
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2575866
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24759148
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24759148


Racial/Ethnic Disparities in Health

Topic – Race, ancestry, and genomics

ASHG Executive Committee. (2018). ASHG Denounces Attempts to Link Genetics and Racial
Supremacy. Am J Hum Genet, 103(5) 636, 1. DOI: 10.1016/j.ajhg.2018.10.011

Bonham, V. L., Warshauer-Baker, E., & Collins, F. S. (2005). Race and ethnicity in the genome
era: the complexity of the constructs. American Psychologist, 60(1), 9-15.
DOI: 10.1037/0003-066x.60.1.9

Borrell, L. N.﻿, Elhawary, J. R.﻿, Fuentes-Afflick, E.﻿, et al. (2021). Race and genetic ancestry in
medicine: a time for reckoning with racism. ﻿N Engl J Med. 384(5), 474-480. DOI:
10.1056/NEJMms2029562

Collins, F. S. (2004). What we do and don't know about 'race', 'ethnicity', genetics and health at
the dawn of the genome era. Nature Genetics, 36, S13-S15. DOI: 10.1038/ng1436

Conomos, Matthew P., Cecelia A. Laurie, Adrienne M. Stilp, Stephanie M. Gogarten, Caitlin P.
McHugh, Sarah C. Nelson, Tamar Sofer et al. (2016). "Genetic diversity and association studies
in US Hispanic/Latino populations: applications in the Hispanic Community Health Study/Study
of Latinos." The American Journal of Human Genetics, 98(1), 165-184.
DOI: 10.1016/j.ajhg.2015.12.001

Kramer HJ, Stilp AM, Laurie CC, Reiner AP, Lash J, Daviglus ML, Rosas SE, Ricardo AC, Tayo
BO, Flessner MF, Kerr KF, Peralta C, Durazo-Arvizu R, Conomos M, Thornton T, Rotter J, Taylor
KD, Cai J, Eckfeldt J, Chen H, Papanicolau G, Franceschini N (2017). African Ancestry–Specific
Alleles and Kidney Disease Risk in Hispanics/Latinos. Journal of the American Society of
Nephrology, 28(3), 915-922. DOI: 10.1681/ASN.2016030357

Oni-Orisan A, Mavura Y, Banda Y, Thornton TA, Sebro R. (2021). Embracing Genetic Diversity to
Improve Black Health. N Engl J Med. 2021 Mar 25; 384(12), 1163-1167. DOI:
10.1056/NEJMms2031080

Perez, M. V., Hoffmann, T. J., Tang, H., Thornton, T., Stefanick, M. L., Larson, J. C., Kooperberg,
C., Reiner, A.P., Caan, B., Iribarren, C., & Risch, N. (2013). African American race but not
genome-wide ancestry is negatively associated with atrial fibrillation among postmenopausal
women in the Women's Health Initiative. American Heart Journal, 166(3), 566-572.
DOI: 10.1016/j.ahj.2013.05.024

Wojcik, Genevieve, Mariaelisa Graff, Katherine K. Nishimura, Ran Tao, Jeffrey Haessler,
Christopher R. Gignoux, Heather M. Highland et al. (2018). "The PAGE Study: How Genetic
Diversity Improves Our Understanding of the Architecture of Complex Traits." bioRxiv Article
ID 188094. DOI: 10.1101/188094

Page 3

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ajhg.2018.10.011
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ajhg.2018.10.011
https://doi.org/10.1037/0003-066x.60.1.9
https://doi.org/10.1037/0003-066x.60.1.9
https://doi.org/10.1056/NEJMms2029562
https://doi.org/10.1056/NEJMms2029562
https://doi.org/10.1038/ng1436
https://doi.org/10.1038/ng1436
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ajhg.2015.12.001
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ajhg.2015.12.001
https://doi.org/10.1681/ASN.2016030357
https://doi.org/10.1681/ASN.2016030357
https://www.doi.org/10.1056/NEJMms2031080
https://www.doi.org/10.1056/NEJMms2031080
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ahj.2013.05.024
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ahj.2013.05.024
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ahj.2013.05.024
https://doi.org/10.1101/188094


Racial/Ethnic Disparities in Health

Yaeger, Rona, Alexa Avila-Bront, Kazeem Abdul, Patricia C. Nolan, Victor R. Grann, Mark G.
Birchette, Shweta Choudhry et al. (2008). "Comparing genetic ancestry and self-described race
in African Americans born in the United States and in Africa." Cancer Epidemiology and
Prevention Biomarkers 17(6), 1329-1338. DOI: 10.1158/1055-9965.EPI-07-2505

Page 4

https://doi.org/10.1158/1055-9965.EPI-07-2505
https://doi.org/10.1158/1055-9965.EPI-07-2505

